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OOnn tthhee ccoovveerr::
(clockwise from the top)

A PPrecision AAuto LLevel
stands aat aa jjob ssite wwhere aa
zero-ddischarge wwaste mman-
agement ssystem iis bbeing
installed.

Natural RResources
Conservation SService
(NRCS) DDistrict
Conservationist JJoe RRoetker
(left) aand MMr. MMatthew
Moore rreview MMr. MMoore’s
grazing pplan oon hhis ffarm
near ZZachary, LLouisiana.

Henry BBell, aan NNRCS ccon-
servation ttechnician ((closest
to llevel), rreviews cconstruc-
tion pprogress oof tthe iinstalla-
tion oof aa zzero-ddischarge
waste mmanagement ssystem.

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin area is a unique
part of Louisiana. Many activities in the area
affect the water quality of the rivers that ulti-

mately drain into Lake Pontchartrain. Discharges from agricul-
tural runoff, urban runoff, septic tank seepage, silviculture opera-
tions, wastewater treatment facilities, industrial wastewater treat-
ment facilities and runoff from dairy farms in the Lake
Pontchartrain basin can all affect water quality of the lake.

Agricultural producers use the natural resources of this region to
produce various products, but they also work hard to ensure that
their operations do not adversely impact the environment.

This publication highlights the efforts that private landowners are
taking to improve water quality and the environment of the Lake
Pontchartrain basin.

Thhee RReeggioon...



Agricultural producers are committed to
improving the water quality of the rivers
that drain into Lake Pontchartrain by

installing zero discharge waste management systems and other conservation
practices that improve water quality. In Tangipahoa Parish, 198 zero discharge animal
waste systems have been installed since 1988!  Over 228 Long-term agreements and con-
tracts have been developed to improve water quality on farms and ranchers. These con-
tracts cover 29,000 acres. Forty-four more systems are planned for installation over the
next two years.

In Washington Parish, 60 special water quality project systems were installed by agricul-
tural producers under the Agricultural Conservation Program. Also, 28 conservation
systems were installed in conjuction with the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation.
Other systems have been installed through other initiatives. All total, 97 water quality
improvement systems have been installed in Washington Parish which are directly linked
to USDA assistance and are helping to improve water quality in Lake Pontchartrain.

Thhee CCoommmmittmmeentt...

A nnewly-iinnstalled
waste eeffluennt ddistrri-
butionn ssystem iis
used tto ppump ddairry
waste eeffluennt bback
onnto ppasturres aannd
hayfields pprrovidinng
additionnal nnutrriennts
forr tthe ffields.

NRCSS wworrkerrs iinnspect
the ccollectionn ppipe aat aa
nnewly-cconnstrructed aanni-
mal wwaste mmannagemennt
system.



Cooperating farmers, ranch-
ers, and landowners are
working with agencies of the

U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and local soil and water conser-

vation districts to reduce nonpoint source pollution in
the Lake Pontchartrain basin. Landowners work with agency and
district personnel to install waste management systems as well as
other conservation practices through the following USDA programs:

••EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall QQuuaalliittyy IInncceennttiivveess PPrrooggrraamm
••CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn RReesseerrvvee PPrrooggrraamm
••FFoorreessttrryy IInncceennttiivveess PPrrooggrraamm
••WWiillddlliiffee HHaabbiittaatt IInncceennttiivveess PPrrooggrraamm
••MMiiddddllee TTaannggiippaahhooaa LLaanndd TTrreeaattmmeenntt WWaatteerrsshheedd

Other conservation efforts:
••GGrraazziinngg LLaannddss CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn IInniittiiaattiivvee
••CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn TTeecchhnniiccaall AAssssiissttaannccee--VVoolluunnttaarryy CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn

The EEnvironmental QQuality IIncentives PProgram ((EQIP), established
by the 1996 Farm Bill, provides voluntary cost-sharing for farmers
and ranchers who face serious threats to soil, water, and related nat-
ural resources. In the Lake Pontchartrain basin, agricultural pro-
ducers have entered into 163 EQIP contracts covering over 10,500
acres. Through these contracts, producers have agreed to plan and
install conservation practices and waste management systems to
reduce nonpoint source pollution and improve the water quality of
streams and rivers of the area.

UUSSDDAA PPrrooggrraammss--

MMaakkingg aa DDiffffeerreenccee...



Other USDA programs help
protect, enhance, and restore
the environment of the Lake

Pontchartrain basin.

The Forestry IIncentives PProgram,
or FIP, shares the costs of tree planting,

timber stand improvement, and other related practices on
non-industrialized private forest lands. There are 311 FIP contracts cov-

ering 12,838 acres.

The Conservation RReserve PProgram, or CRP, focuses on enrolling land that
yields the highest environmental benefits when taken out of crop production.
There are 194 CRP contracts covering 15, 497 acres.

The Wildlife HHabitat IIncentives PProgram, or WHIP, provides technical assistance
and cost-sharing to landowners interested in improving wildlife habitat. Thirty-
one WHIP contracts have been developed in the Florida Parishes.

The Grazing LLands CConservation IInitiative, or GLCI, is a voluntary nationwide
effort of concerned owners and managers of grazing lands to address resource
needs and technical assistance on their lands. Over 100 cattle producers have
been involved in GLCI projects or demonstrations.

Working with local soil and water conservation districts, NRCS and district personnel have
worked with cooperating landowners to voluntarily develop over 5,000 ssoil aand wwater ccon-
servation pplans oon 4470,000 aacres oof
land. These are investments in conser-
vation by private landowners without
cost-sharing assistance.

The Middle Tangipahoa Land
Treatment Watershed is a project
that was approved to help protect
the soil and water on a large are of
land in middle Tangipahoa
Parish. Eighty ccontracts aaddress-
ing ddairy wwaste mmanagement hhave
been ddeveloped oon 55,252 aacres.

PPrrooggrraammss TThhaatt HHeellp TThhee

LLaakkee PPoonttcchhaarrttrraain BBaassin

EEnvirroonmmeentt... 



The northern shoreline of
Lake Pontchartrain bears
the brunt of waves generat-

ed by southerly winds and many areas need  protection
from the wave energy. Shoreline protection not only helps the shore-
line itself, but also aids in improving water quality of Lake
Pontchartrain because of reduced erosion along the shore. The Bogue
Chitto-Pearl River Soil and Water Conservation District has teamed up
with others to plant vegetation, primarily smooth cordgrass, on many
shoreline areas. The following is a list of vegetative plantings conduct-
ed since 1990:

•1990--Madisonville--Lighthouse Project--4,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1991--Goose Point Vicinity--10,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1992--Goose Point/CRD Christmas tree fences--8,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1994--Goose Point Interior Marsh--7,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1995--Goose Point Interior Marsh--3,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1996--Bayou LaCombe/Goose Point--8,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1997--Goose Point Marsh--8,500 feet of shoreline protected
•1998--Goose Point Marsh--10,000 feet of shoreline protected
•1999--Hog Island--8,000 feet of shoreline protected
•2000--Hog Island--4,000 feet of shoreline protection planned

Some 66,500 feet of shoreline and interior marsh on the northern
reaches of Lake Pontchartrain has been planted to smooth cordgrass to
reduce shoreline erosion and help stablize interior marsh ecosystems.

The Fritchie Marsh Project, a Breaux-Act project near Slidell,
Louisiana (north of the Rigolets), has been advertised for construction.
This project contains measures to improve hydrologic conditions of the
area which will improve habitat conditions for fish and wildlife, reduce
wetland loss, increase freshwater and sediment introduction, and pro-
vide water circulation in stagnant areas.

SShhoorreellinee PPrrootteeccttioon...



Through cooperative alliances and partnerships, NRCS
is working with the following to improve the water
quality of the rivers and streams that drain into
Lake Pontchartrain:

• Tangipahoa-St. Helena Soil and Water Conservation District
• Bogue Chitto-Pearl River Soil and Water Conservation District
• Feliciana Soil and Water Conservation District
• Capital Soil and Water Conservation District
• Cooperating farmers, ranchers, and landowners
• Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry--Office of Soil and 

Water Conservation
• The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation
• USDA Farm Service Agency
• Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
• Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
• Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation

Thhee PPaarrttneerrsshhip...



Natural Resources Conservation Service

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons

with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information  (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC, 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.

For more information on the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) or NRCS projects in the Lake Pontchartrain
Basin, please contact:

Donald W. Gohmert
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
3737 Government Street
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302
Telephone:  (318) 473-7751
Fax:  (318) 473-7682
e-mail:  don.gohmert@la.usda.gov

Visit our web page at http://www.la.nrcs.usda.gov

The Natural Resources Conservation Service is an agency of 
the United States Department of Agriculture.


